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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Toruar SexaTe AND House or ReEPreseNTATIVES OF
rne UNITED STATES.

In coming together, fellow-citizens, to enter again upon the
discharze of the duties with which the People have charoed
uz, severaily, we find great oceasion to rejoice in the general
prosperity of the country. ~ We are in the enjoyment of civil
and relizions liberty, with unexampled means of education,
knowledge, and improvement. Through the year which is
now drawing toa close, peace has been in our boiders, and
plenty in our habitations; and although disease has visited
some [ew portions of the land with distress and mortality, vet
in general the health of the People has becn preserved, and
we are called apon, by the highest oblieations of duty, to re
new our thanks and our devotion to our Heavenly I’ax!'}_‘l:nt1 who
has continued to vouchsafe to us the eminent blessinos which

arround ne, and who has so sionally cirowned the yvear with
iz cvoodness. I we find oms«Iscs'incrv-nsin-;. bevond ex-
unple in numbers, in strenoth, in wealth, in l\uuu"lﬂlgr_-, in
every thing which promotes Duman and social happiness let
us ever remember our dependence, forall these, on the protec-
ton and meveiful dispensations of Divine providence.

Since your last adjournment, Alexander Me Leod, a British
cubjeet, who was indicted tor the murder of an American
citizen, and whose case has been the subject of a correspon-
dence heretofore communicated to you, has been acqaitted by
the verdiet of an impagtial and iatellizgent jury, and has aoder
the judament of the Court, been regularly discharged.

Gireat Diitain having made kown to this Government that
he expedition which was fitted ont from Canada for the des-

tion of the steamboat Caroline, inthe winter of 1837, and
which resulted in the destruction of said boat, apd in the death
tan American eitizen, was undertaken by orders emanating
the anthorities of the British Government, in
el Ao
i engooed in that expedition, he did but fulfil the orders ol his
Ciovernment, has been answered in the only way in which
she could be answered by a Giovernment, the powers ol which
diztribated among its several departments by the funda-
mental law.  Happily for the people of Great Britain, as well
as those of the United States, the un!y mode by which an in-
dividual arraioned for aeriminal oflfince, before the courts
of either can obtaiu kis di -charge, is by the independent action
of the judiciary, and by proccedings equally familiar to the
courts of both countries.
I in Gireat Britain a power exists in the Crown to cause
be entercd a nelle prm‘:‘gui. which is not the case
with the Executive power of the United States upoa a
prosecuiion pendingin a State court: yet tiere, no more than
here, can the Exectitive power rescue a prisoner from custody
withoutan order of the proper tribunal directing his discharge.
‘T'he precise stage of the proceedings at which such order may
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be made, is a matter of muonicipal regulation exclusively, and

not to be complained of by any other Government,

#1 cases of this kind, a Goverament becomes politically
ré®ponsible only when its tribunals of last resort are shown to
have rendered unjust and injurious judgzinents in matters not
To the establishment and elucidation of this prin-

doultfual,
ciple, no nation has lent its authority more efliciently than
Gireat Britain.  Alexander McLeod having his option either
o prosecute a writ of error from the decision of the Supreme
Court of New York, which had been rendered upon his ap-
plication for a discharge, to the Snpreme Coust of the United
States, or to submit his case to the decision of a Jury, preferred
the latter, deeming 1t the readiest mode of obtaining his liber-
ation, and the result has fully sustained the wisdom. of his
choice.  The manner in which the issue submitted was tried,
will satisfy the English Government that the principlesof jus-
tice will never fail to govern the enlizhtened decision of an
American tribunal. [ cannot fail, however, to suggest to.

tn'::'l‘i:ia‘-‘ the propriety, and in some degree, the necessity, of
oA \b -

tionally

do so, for the removal, at their commencement, and at
arise, and which may involve the faithful ebservanice and ox-
eeution of sur international obligations, from the State to the

Federal Judiciary. This G 3 e :
charged with the mainmina':wemmentffby Oﬂtwwm. s

of amicable re'ations with the nati the earth, i

to possess, without question allm::gleiﬂd p ooy ':$
of maintaining the one and preserving the other. %lﬁ- just
conlidence is felt in the Judiciarv of ¢ this Gov-
ernment ought to be competent in itself

the high duties which have been devolved upen it unde

organic law, by the States themselves.
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I regret that it is not in my power to make known to vou
an equally satisfactory conclusion in the case of the Caroline
steamer, with the circumstances connected with the destrac-

l

tion of which, in December, 1337, by an armed force fitted
out in the Provinee of Upper Canada, vou are already made
acquainted. No such atonemen' as was due for the public!
wrong done to the United Siates by this invasion of her terri-
tory, so wholly incousistent with her rights asan independent
power, has .v-!-l": becn made. In the view taken by this Govern-
ment, the inquiry whether the vessel was in the employment
of those who were p.osecuting an unanthorized war against |
that"Province, or was engaged by the owner in the business |
of transporting passengers toand from Navy Island in hepes |
of private gain, which was most prebably the case, in no de-|
gree a'ters the real qestion at issue between the two govern- |
ments. T'his government can never concede to any” foreign
government the power, except in case of th> most urgent and |
extreme necessity, of mvading its territory, either to arrest the
Fersons or destroy the preperty of those who may have vio-
ated the municipal laws of'such foreign government, or have
disrecarded their obligations arising under the law of nations.
The tecritory of the United States must be regarded as sacred-
ly secure against all such invasions, until they shall volunta-
uly acknowl dgetheir inability to acquit themselves of their
duties toothers. And in announcing thissentiment, [ do but
aifirin a principle which no nationon earth would be more
ready to vindicate atall hazards, than, the people and govere-
ment of Great Biitain.

If, spon a full investigation of all the faets, it shall appear
that the ewner of the Caroline was governed by a bostile in-
tent, or had made common cause with those who were in the
occupancy of Navy Island, then so far as he is concerned,
thece can be no claim to indemnity for the destraction of his|

boat, which this Government would feel itself bound to pros-|
secute=—since he would have acted fiot only in derogation of ‘
the rights of (4reat Britain, but in elear vio'ation of the laws |
of the United States; bt thisis a (ﬁlosﬁon which, bowever

settled, in no manner involves the high consideration of the |
violation of territorial sovereignty and jurisdiction. To ve-|
cognise it asan admssible practice that each government, in |
its turn, upon any sudden aud unanthoiized outbreak, which,
on a ffontier, the extentof which genders it impossible for
either to have an eflicient foree on'@évery mile of it,and which
outhreak, therefore, neither may berable to suppress in a day,
may take vengeance into its own h#nds, and without even a
remnanstrance, and in the absence of any pressing or_over-|
ruling necessity, may invade the te¥ri.ory of the cther, would
inevitably lead to resnlts equally to be deplored by beth.
When border collision come to recetve the sanction, orte be
made the anthority of either Government, general war maust
be the inevitable result, 'While itis the ardent desire of the
Fnited States ty cultivate the relations of peace with all na-
tions, ard to fulfil all the duties good neighberhood towards
those who possess territories adjoining their own, that very
desire would lead them to denythe right of any foreign power
to invade their boundary with an armed force. The corres-
pendence between the two Governmen's on this subject, will,
at a future day of your session, be submnitted to your consider-
ation; and in the mean time, [ cannot but indulge the hope
that the Paitish Government will see the propriety of renounc-
ing, as a rule of future actign, the precedent which has been
set them in the affair at Schlosser, '

I heceswith submit the correspondence which has recently
taken place between the American Minister at the Court of
St. James, Mr. Stevenson, and the Mmister of Foreign
A (Tairs of that Government, on the right claimed by that Gov-
ernment to visit and detain vessels sailing under the Ameri-
can flag and engaged in prosecuting iawful commerce in the
African seas.  Onv gommercial interests in that regton have
‘experienced considerable inerease, and have become an object
of much importance, and it is the duty ol this Government to
protect them against all improper ami‘ vexatious interruptions.
However desirous the United States may be for the suppres-
sion of the slave teade they caonot consent to interpolations
into the maritine code, at the mere will and pleasure of other
Governments. We deny the right of any such interpolation

]any-American citizen engaged in the prosecution of
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lawful | that it is hoped, the uoequivocal tokens of the :n:n_-- spirit

Commerce, may have experienced at the hand of her cruisers, ' wards us, which an adjustment of the atfuirs referrad o wou

or other Fnhlic authorities. This government, at the same
time, will relax no effort to prevest iis citizens, if there be anv
so disposed, from prosecuting a traffic so revolting to the feel-
ings of humanity. It seeks 10 do more than to protect the fair
and honest trader from molestation and injury; but while the
enterprising Mariner, engaged in the pursuit of an honotable
trade, s led to its protection, it wil‘; visit with a condign
punishment, others of an opposite character.

1 invite yoar aitention to existing laws for the suppression
of the African slave-trade, and recommend a!l such ulterations,
as may give to them greater force and efficacy. That the
American flag is grossly abused by the abandoned and profli-
gate of other nations, is but teo probable. Congress has, not
long since, had this subject under its consideration, and its im-
portance well jus:ifies renewed and anxious attention.

I also communicate herewith the copy of a correspondence
bclwee:_l Mr. Sievenson and Lord Palmerston, upon the sub-
ject so interesting to several of the southern stites, of the rice
duties, which resulted honorably to the justice of Great Brit-
ain, and advastageously to the {Inized States.

At the opening of the last annual session, the President in- |
formed Congress of the progress which had then been made |
in negotiating a convention betweea this government and that |
of England, with a view to the tinal settlement of the question
of the boundary between the territorial limits of the two corn-
tries. I regvet to say, that little further advancement of the
object has been accomplished siuce last year; but this is ow-
ing Lo circumstances no way indicative of any abatement of
the desire of both parties to hasten the negotiation 10 its con-
clusion, and to settle the question in dispute, as early as possi-
ble. In the course of the session, it is iny hopeto be able to
anuounce some farther degree of progress, towards the accom-
plishment of this highly desirable end.

The commission appoiuted by this government for the ex-

i

ploration and survey of the line of boundary sepacaiing the
States of Maine and New Hampshire from the conterminous
Biitish provinces is, it is believed, about te close its field labors,
and it is expected soon to repor: the results of its examinations
to the Departinent of State.  T'he repert, when received, will
be laid before Congress: W

The iailure on the part of Spain taspay, with punctuality,
the iuterest due nnder the Convention of 1834, for the seitle-
mens of claims between the two countries, has made it the duty
of the Execmive to call the particulapattention of that govern
ment to the supject. A disposition has been manifested by it
which is believed to be enticely-siacere to fulfil its obligations,
i?’}his respect, so soon as itg internal condition and the state
ol its linapces will permit. An arrangement is in progress,
from the vesult of which, it is trusted that those of onr citizens
who have claims u
receive the stipulated payments. _

A treaty of Commgree and Navigation with Belgium was
concluded and signed at Waskingtoh on the 20th March, 1840,
and was duly sanctioned by thesS ofthe U.8. The trea-
ty was ratified by His Belgian Majesty, but did not receive
the time limited by its terms, and has, therefore, become void.

This occurrence assumes the graver aspect from the con-
sideration that, in 1333, a treaty was negotiated between the
two governments, and ratified on the part of Belgium. The
representative of that government, at Washington, informs the
Department of State that he has been instructed to give expla-
nations of the causes which occasioned delay in the approval
of the late treaty by the Legislature, and to express the iegret
of the King at the occurrence.

The joint commission under the Convention with Texas, to
ascertain the true boundary between the two countries, has
concluded its labors; but the final report of the commission of
the U. S. has not been received. [t is undersfood, however,
that the merilian line, as traced by the commission, lies some-
what farther East than the position hitherto generally assign-
ed to it, and consequently includes in Texas some part of the
territory which bad been considered asbelonging to the Stales
‘of Louisiana aud Arkausas.

The U.S. cannot but takea deep interest in whatever re-

uder the Convention, will, at ng distant day, F‘h
ents. -

and itis now submitted, whether it weald not b7 advisil

such provisions by iaw, so far as they may constitu- |
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flag of that country, are not responsi-
ble for the abuse or unlawful u_aeotof the flag by
ightfully onaccount olan
e o tlg. ;Pyklled"; d or detainpd.zv .
if Itlm_g ma gﬁ#lnd ﬂetg.ined. while pursuing

to be ap-|afforded of the capacnyo:gopuhr institutions, to advance the

lov a langvage nei-| prosperity, happiness, and permanent glory of the human

or susceptible of misconstruction. | race. ‘The great truth, that government was made ior the
ting a lawful commerce in the mpie, and not the J:ople for the government, has already
 been established in the practice an by the example of these

“others; nor | United States; and we can do no other than contemplate its

such alledged abuses,

lates to the young but growing Republic. Settled principally
by emigrants from the United States. we have the happiness
to know that the great principles of civil liberty are there
destined 1o flourish, under wise institutions and wholesome

laws; and that, through its example, another evidence is to be

further exemplification by a sister Republic, with the deepest
interest, .
‘Our relations with the independent States of this bemus-
the dominion of Spain, have not under-
change within the past year. Tbe inces-
in, or between those coun:ies, are
es . ing to disable them
commu
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afford, will be given without forther avoidable delay
The war with the Indian tribes on the peaiasuls of Flor,
has, during the last summer and fall, been presecutod wi'h &
tiring activity and zeal. A summer campaign was reso!
upon, as the best modgof bringing it to a closa. _
officers and men who bave been engaged in that service ha
suffered toils and privations, and exhibited an cnergy
in anv other war. would have won for them unisding

Chur ®

-

In despite of the sickness incident to tne climate, they |
penetrated the fastnesses of the ludians, broken vp the
campments, and harrgssed them unceasnsly. Numlbecs
been captured, and still greater mumbers have suirendes
and have becn transported to join their bret'cra oo the L

elsewhere allotted to them by the Gorvernmen®, and »
hope is entertained that, under the conduc: of i :
cer at the head of the troops in Florida, that troublesome
expensive war is destined to a speedy termination. Wb
the other Indian tribes, weare enjoying the Llicssiags of pea
Qur duty, as well as our best interests, prompt us 10 ol

ol
st

in all our intercourse with them, fidelity in f0l6iling
gagzements, the practice ol strict justice, as w« 11 a3 the consta
exercise of acts of benevolence and Kindoess These are:

great instruments of civilization, and through the us
a'one, can the nntutored child of the forest be ud
to its teachings.

The Secretary of the State, on whom the acts o
have deyvolved the duty of directing the procecdin:
taking of the Gth Census, or enumerations of the who
of the United States, will report to the iwo Hooses
gress of that work, The enumeration of
completed, and exhibits a grand total of 17 050,4
increass over the Census of 1530, of 420201
and showing a gain ma ratio excecding 52 12
the last ten years.

From the report of the Secretary of the Treasury,
be iuformed of the condition of the fimances  The o
the Treasury on the first of January last as s ,
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, sulun el to Cony
at the Extra Session, was S057.345,00  The ooy
the T'reasury, dusing the first three quarters of this
all sources, amount to 23,467,052.52. The e ed
for the fourth quarter, amount to 86043005 25, an
1o 830,410,107 77; and making, with the balance
Treasury, on the first of January last, §3L,307512 8
expenditures for the first three quaiters of this veur
to 821,734,346 00.

The expenditures for the fourth quarter, as v&
amount v 87,200,724 73 —thus makng a total :
070 70; and lgaving a deficit to be provided for, on the
nusry next, of abount 627 557 L0
Of the loan of §12,000,000 which was authorize
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gress at its late session, omly %3, L s8 have |
negotiated. The shortness of time which it had to r
resented no inconsiderable impediment 1o the way o0 nsl
ing taken by capitalists at home, while the same caase w
have operated with much greater force ia the foreiza mark.

Forthat reason the foreign market has not bren resornied
| 3

- &

amend the law by making what remains undisposed o° poy
able at a more distant day.
- Should it be necessary, in any view that Congress may tal
of the subject, o revise the existing tarifiof dutics, | bey
to say, that, in the performance of that most delicate operaii
moderate counsels would seem to be the wisest.  The goo
ment, under which it is our happiness to live, owes its exicton.
to the spiritol compromise which prevailed amonyg #s lrames
—ijarring and discordact opiaions could only have bees
reconciled by that noble spirit of patriotism which promie
conciliation, and resulted in harmony. la the same s
the compromise bill, as it is commonly called, was adopred .
the session of 1833. While the people of no portion of (he
Union will ever hesifate to pay all necessary taxes fort
support of govermmént, yel au inhate repugrance cxist o ih
imposition of burthens not really necessary for that obyecs
[a imposing duties, however, for the purposes of resenu, «
right 10 discriminate as to the articles on whaich the duty shall
be laid, as well as the amoant, necessarily and most properly
exists. Otherwise the government would be placed 1w b
condition of having to levy the same duties upon all aricles
the productive as well asthe unproductive.  The shghies du
ty upon some might have the effectof causing their unporw
tion lo cease, where as others entering extensively inlo the
consumplwa of the country, mighat bear the heaviest, wuhou!
any sepsible diminution in the amount inporied
also the Government may be justified in 390 discrim s
ting, by reference to other ‘ of domestic policy
connected with our faanu : long as ibe duties sha il
be laid with distinct refeience to the wants of the Treasu v, so
well founded ob&:ﬁoﬂ can exist against themy. 1t might be
esteemed desirable that no such argumentaion of the tans
should take as wou ve the effect of annullmg 5
land distribution act of the last sessioa, which act s
declared 1o be inoperative the moment the duties are meioased
beyond 20 per cent , the maximum rate estalisded by the Com
promise act, which will go inte effect on the S0k day of Juae
next, may, however, be exceedingly incouveni.ent m
ractice, under any regulations that Congress may adopt
particularly to that relating to the bome valsaiwoe
in vaiue of tbe same aiticles | some extent, wui,
' m ports—but that is akogelher
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